- MACON-BIBB COUNTY

Macon-Bibb Planning & Zoning Commission
3661 Eisenhower Pkwy, suite MB104
Macon, Georgia 31206 | MBPZ.org

RZ Planning & Zoning

Commission Hearing Date:

06/08/2026

Design Review Board Meeting: N/A

Application Type:
™ Conditional Use

O Variance

Manufactured Home
Sign
Text Amendment

0O OO

U Rezoning

Is this item on the consent agenda?

Parcel # K003-0157

00000 DO

O Yes
O No

Certificate of Appropriateness - DRB
Certificate of Appropriateness - Comm
Interpretation

Request for Rehearing

Violation

Appeal

Address 1415 Bass Rd

Applicant Rock Springs Congregational Methodist Church

Zoning District  PDM

Application Description

To allow for a 150 ft statue

Items & Approvals required:

Items & Approvals obtained:

None, issue once approved
Macon-Bibb Engineer
Health Department

Macon Water Authority
Fire Department

Traffic Engineer

GDOT

Variance

Landscape plan

Certificate of Appropriateness
Additional applications:

o000 0000 O

Application Accepted by _Will Finkelstein

o000 0pL000o

None, issue once approved
Macon-Bibb Engineer
Health Department

Macon Water Authority
Fire Department

Traffic Engineer

GDOT

Variance

Landscape plan

Certificate of Appropriateness
Additional applications:

Hearing Results:

O Approved
Staff Report by O Denied
Sign provided to Nspectors O Deferred to agenda

Form Revised 8.30.22 BS
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Driveway



The cross will be 150’ tall.

The base concrete will be a semi-circle that is 70’ wide and 40’ deep.




The proposed cross will
stand 60 ft above the
90 ft steeple.

Base of the cross

Elevation change from the
parking lot to the

proposed base of the
cross is 32ft










ROCK SPRINGS CROSS NARRATIVE

The proposed project consists of the construction of a 150-foot-tall cross on a designated site to
serve as a prominent community landmark and a symbol of shared values. The structure is intended
to provide a space for reflection, inspiration, and unity among community members. The cross will
rest upon a semi-circular concrete base measuring approximately 70 feet in width and 40 feet in
depth. The site has been thoughtfully designed to promote accessibility, operational efficiency,
and minimal impact on the adjacent neighborhood.

The existing playground located on the site will remain intact and fully operational, thereby
preserving recreational opportunities for local families and children. An existing walkway will be
upgraded to concrete to enhance durability and meet current accessibility standards. In addition, a
handicap-accessible ramp will be constructed in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA), ensuring inclusive access to all areas of the site. To accommodate visitors, a new
parking area containing ten (10) spaces will be developed, together with a driveway designed to
facilitate safe and efficient ingress and egress.

The project is designed to enhance the character of the community through the creation of a
visually distinctive and meaningful landmark. Accessibility features, including the ADA-
compliant ramp and designated parking spaces, will ensure that the site is inclusive and welcoming
to all visitors. The preservation of the existing playground underscores the project’s commitment
to maintaining recreational resources for families, while the lighting plan reflects a conscientious
effort to integrate the development harmoniously with its surroundings.

Exterior site lighting will be installed at the base of the cross to ensure visitor safety and visibility
during evening hours. To highlight the structure, the cross will feature an illumination system
designed to light the cross with minimal impact on the adjoining neighborhood. The lighting will
be carefully directed to eliminate glare and prevent light trespass onto adjacent properties. The
design will ensure that the cross remains a subtle and dignified presence that minimizes light
pollution without disturbing the character of the surrounding community. This balanced lighting
strategy will provide sufficient visibility and security while remaining sensitive to potential
concerns of nearby residents.

Environmental stewardship is a key consideration throughout the project’s design and
implementation. Construction will be conducted in a manner that minimizes disturbance to existing
vegetation and natural features. The semi-circular concrete base will be engineered for long-term
stability and safety while complementing the existing landscape. The proposed lighting design
further supports sustainability by reducing light spill and preserving the natural nighttime
environment.

In summary, this proposed development represents a carefully considered and community-focused
enhancement to the area. Through its combination of aesthetic prominence, accessibility, and
environmental responsibility, the project is expected to deliver lasting civic and cultural value.
Approval of the requested zoning action will allow for the realization of this meaningful addition
to the community while maintaining respect for the character and integrity of the surrounding
neighborhood.



Attached hereto as exhibits in support of this application are the following:

Exhibit 1. Zoning Exhibit dated January 2026 showing the existing conditions prior to construction
of the proposed cross.

Exhibit 2. Zoning Exhibit dated January 2026 showing the proposed conditions as they will exist
after completion of the improvements. This exhibit depicts a short drive extending from the
existing parking lot at the rear of the existing sanctuary to an additional ten (10) parking spaces
and a short path leading to the cross. The drawing also shows a short walking path from the
driveway next to the existing church building to the cross. This exhibit includes distances from
adjoining boundary lines and existing improvements.

Exhibit 3. Rough Cross Layout showing parking spaces, handicap ramp, location of the existing
playground, and existing walkway.

Exhibit 4. An aerial view of the proposed cross.

Exhibit 5. A comparison of the elevation of the cross, showing that the base of the cross is slightly
higher than the roof of the existing sanctuary.

Exhibit 6. A picture of a similar cross erected by the church in Milner, Georgia.

Exhibit 7. Cornerstone Engineering plans for the construction of a similar cross. These are not the
actual plans for the proposed cross, but the proposed cross will have a similar base and attachment
and these plans should provide guidance regarding the anticipated method of construction. This
similar cross is located in Milner, Georgia, and a picture of that cross is included in the application.
The structure is substantially similar to the cross planned for the subject property.



- Macon-Bibb Planning & Zoning Commission
MACON-BIBB COUNTY

o . 3661 Eisenhower Pkwy, Suite MB104
m P'annlng & Zonlng Macon, Georgia 31206 | MBPZ.org

Pre-Development Review Meeting
Application

Applicant Name Rock Springs Congregational Mcthodist Church

Applicant’s Mailing Address: P.O. Box/Street 219 Rock Springs Road
City Milner GA Zip  30257-3307

E-mail address for primary contact (requ1red)—

Daytime Phone Number

Location of Proposed Development 1415 Bass Road, Macon GA 31210

Type of Proposed Development Narrative with Exhibits are Attached.

Applicant Signature

Date

**Please attach 1 copy of your proposal and/or plans for the project to this application. **

Pre-Development meetings are scheduled in 1 hour increments on a first come, first serve
basis. Only two meetings will be scheduled per Thursday. Pre-development meetings serve
only to make the applicant aware of any particular areas of concern and the proper
procedure for obtaining permits from each department. If you have a list of specific items
for each department to address, please submit the list by e-mail to*The
Zoning Office will distribute the list to the appropriate departments for comment. Due to
time constraints of all departments, lengthy lists cannot be discussed during the meeting.

This space for office use onl

Map/Parcel Number District Application Number

The Development Review Meeting is scheduled for at

Page 1 of 5 Form Revised 9/20/2018 BS



Submittal Checklist for Pre-Development Applications

The following information MUST be submitted with an application for Pre-Development
Review. Without this information, our office will not be able to place your proposal on a
Pre-Development schedule.

7

a

Site plan — If you’re proposing single family attached or a commercial/ industrial/institutional
project, please include the buildings on the plan.

Area of the project

Number of units

% of greenspace
Width of all streets.
Are water and sewer proposed? Yes[ ] Nol/ (check one)
Are streets to be public? Yes [ ] No [ (check one)

Private/Gated? Yes[ ] Nol (check
one)

Current Zoning District

Proposing to Rezone? Yes [ | No [] (check one)

If yes what district is proposed?

Amenity area? Yes i/] No [[] (check one)
If yes, is a swimming pool, sauna, or spa proposed? Yes [ ] NoRA (check one)

If proposing a Cluster Development, what setbacks are you proposing for:

Front , Side , Rear ?
Narrative — tell us a little about your proposed project, other than what is listed above. Narrative
should be typed or included on the plans.
Provide us a list of specific questions for P&Z, Health Department requirements, MWA
requirements/procedures, Engineering requirements/ procedures, Traffic Engineer requirements,
Fire Department requirements, if you have any. This will ensure that all of your questions are
addressed during the meeting or as a written answer and help to stream line our meeting.

Page 2 of 5 Form Revised 9/20/2018 BS



ROCK SPRINGS CROSS NARRATIVE

The proposed project entails the construction of a 150-foot-tall cross on a designated site to serve
as a prominent community landmark and a symbol of shared values. The structure is intended to provide a
space for reflection, inspiration, and unity among community members. It will rest upon a semi-circular
concrete base measuring approximately 70 feet in width and 40 feet in depth. The site has been thoughtfully
designed to promote accessibility, operational efficiency, and minimal impact on the adjacent
neighborhood.

The existing playground located on the site will remain intact and fully operational, preserving
recreational opportunities for local families and children. An existing walkway will be upgraded to concrete
in order to enhance durability and meet current accessibility standards. Additionally, a handicap-accessible
ramp will be constructed in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), ensuring inclusive
access to all areas of the site. To accommodate visitors, a new parking area with ten spaces will be
developed, along with a driveway designed to facilitate safe and efficient ingress and egress for vehicles.

The project is designed to enhance the character of the community through the creation of a visually
distinctive and meaningful landmark. Accessibility features, including the ADA-compliant ramp and
designated parking spaces, ensure that the site will be inclusive and welcoming to all visitors. The
preservation of the existing playground underscores the project’s commitment to maintaining recreational
resources for families, while the lighting plan demonstrates a conscientious effort to integrate the
development harmoniously with its surroundings.

Exterior site lighting will be installed at the base of the cross to ensure visitor safety and visibility
during evening hours. To highlight the structure , the cross will feature an illumination system designed to
illuminate the cross with minimum impact on the adjoining neighborhood. These lights will be carefully
directed to eliminate glare and prevent light trespass onto adjacent properties. The design ensures the cross
remains a subtle, dignified presence that minimizes light pollution without disturbing the character of the
surrounding community. This balanced lighting strategy provides sufficient visibility and security while
being sensitive to any potential concerns of the nearby residences.

Environmental stewardship is a key consideration throughout the project’s design and
implementation. Construction will be conducted in a manner that minimizes disturbance to existing
vegetation and natural features. The semi-circular concrete base will be engineered for long-term stability
and safety while complementing the existing landscape. The proposed lighting design further supports
sustainability by reducing light spill and preserving the natural nighttime environment.

In summary, this proposed development represents a carefully considered and community-focused
enhancement to the area. Through its combination of aesthetic prominence, accessibility, and environmental
responsibility, the project is expected to deliver lasting civic and cultural value. Approval of the requested
zoning action will allow for the realization of this meaningful addition to the community while maintaining
respect for the character and integrity of the surrounding neighborhood. Drawings of the proposed project,
including site plans and elevations, have been prepared by Jerime Buffington, Landscape Architect, with
McLeroy Inc.are attached hereto as exhibits in support of this application.
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The cross will be 150’ tall.

The base concrete will be a semi-circle that is 70’ wide and 40’ deep.




Questions and Answers

1 Is this property on septic tank or public sewer?

[ Public Sewer ]

2 Is this new construction?

Yes No

3 Is the proposed use a church or restaurant?

Data Fields

Setbacks

1 Setbacks - Front
2 Setbacks - Right Side
3 Setbacks - Left Side

4 Setbacks - Rear

MBPZ Review

1 Predevelopment

2 Conditions of Approval
3 Variances

4 Agenda Date

5 Use Type

Application Information

1 Applicant Signature
John B. Wilkerson, Jr.



Describe your project/ proposal

ROCK SPRINGS CROSS NARRATIVE The proposed project consists of the construction of a 150-foot-tall cross on a designated
site to serve as a prominent community landmark and a symbol of shared values. The structure is intended to provide a space for
reflection, inspiration, and unity among community members. The cross will rest upon a semi-circular concrete base measuring
approximately 70 feet in width and 40 feet in depth. The site has been thoughtfully designed to promote accessibility, operational
efficiency, and minimal impact on the adjacent neighborhood. The existing playground located on the site will remain intact and fully
operational, thereby preserving recreational opportunities for local families and children. An existing walkway will be upgraded to
concrete to enhance durability and meet current accessibility standards. In addition, a handicap-accessible ramp will be constructed
in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), ensuring inclusive access to all areas of the site. To accommodate
visitors, a new parking area containing ten (10) spaces will be developed, together with a driveway designed to facilitate safe and
efficientingress and egress. The project is designed to enhance the character of the community through the creation of a visually
distinctive and meaningful landmark. Accessibility features, including the ADA-compliant ramp and designated parking spaces, will
ensure that the site is inclusive and welcoming to all visitors. The preservation of the existing playground underscores the project’s
commitment to maintaining recreational resources for families, while the lighting plan reflects a conscientious effort to integrate the
development harmoniously with its surroundings. Exterior site lighting will be installed at the base of the cross to ensure visitor safety
and visibility during evening hours. To highlight the structure, the cross will feature an illumination system designed to light the cross
with minimal impact on the adjoining neighborhood. The lighting will be carefully directed to eliminate glare and prevent light
trespass onto adjacent properties. The design will ensure that the cross remains a subtle and dignified presence that minimizes light
pollution without disturbing the character of the surrounding community. This balanced lighting strategy will provide sufficient
visibility and security while remaining sensitive to potential concerns of nearby residents. Environmental stewardship is a key
consideration throughout the project’s design and implementation. Construction will be conducted in a manner that minimizes
disturbance to existing vegetation and natural features. The semi-circular concrete base will be engineered for long-term stability and
safety while complementing the existing landscape. The proposed lighting design further supports sustainability by reducing light
spill and preserving the natural nighttime environment. In summary, this proposed development represents a carefully considered
and community-focused enhancement to the area. Through its combination of aesthetic prominence, accessibility, and
environmental responsibility, the project is expected to deliver lasting civic and cultural value. Approval of the requested zoning
action will allow for the realization of this meaningful addition to the community while maintaining respect for the character and
integrity of the surrounding neighborhood. Attached hereto as exhibits in support of this application are the following: Exhibit 1.
Zoning Exhibit dated January 2026 showing the existing conditions prior to construction of the proposed cross. Exhibit 2. Zoning
Exhibit dated January 2026 showing the proposed conditions as they will exist after completion of the improvements. This exhibit
depicts a short drive extending from the existing parking lot at the rear of the existing sanctuary to an additional ten (10) parking
spaces and a short path leading to the cross. The drawing also shows a short walking path from the driveway next to the existing
church building to the cross. This exhibit includes distances from adjoining boundary lines and existing improvements. Exhibit 3.
Rough Cross Layout showing parking spaces, handicap ramp, location of the existing playground, and existing walkway. Exhibit 4.
An aerial view of the proposed cross. Exhibit 5. A comparison of the elevation of the cross, showing that the base of the cross is
slightly higher than the roof of the existing sanctuary. Exhibit 6. A picture of a similar cross erected by the church in Milner, Georgia.
Exhibit 7. Cornerstone Engineering plans for the construction of a similar cross. These are not the actual plans for the proposed
cross, but the proposed cross will have a similar base and attachment and these plans should provide guidance regarding the
anticipated method of construction. This similar cross is located in Milner, Georgia, and a picture of that cross is included in the
application. The structure is substantially similar to the cross planned for the subject property.

Business Applicant's Name

Rock Springs Congregational Methodist Church

Applicant Email

Applicant Address
219 Rock Springs Road, Milner, GA 30257

Owner Phone Number

Owner Address

219 Rock Springs Road, Milner, GA 30257



8 Owner Name

Rock Springs Congregational Methodist Church

9 Will there be a face change on any existing sign?

No

10 Has the sighage change already occurred?

No

11 Will signage be added or changed on this property?
No

12 Business Name

Rock Springs Congregational Methodist Church

13 Church or Restaurant

Church

14 Number of Seats for Customers

10.0

15 Number of off-street parking spaces provided

0.0

16 New Structure Height (ft)
150.0

17 Square footage of the existing / proposed structure

0.0

18 Is this new construction?

Yes

19 Interior or Exterior?

Exterior

20 Existing Structure
No

21 Is the property, or portion of it, located in an established 100-year flood plain?

No

22 Is there a creek, stream, or major drainage way on the property?



No

23 What is the size of the property?

2 acres

24 Public Sewer or Septic Tank

Public Sewer

25 Applicant’s Daytime Phone Number

26 Name of Owner or Property Manager

27 Has this face change on existing signs already occurred?

No
Ungrouped

1 Zoning District

PDM





