




















ROCK SPRINGS CROSS NARRATIVE 

The proposed project consists of the construction of a 150-foot-tall cross on a designated site to 

serve as a prominent community landmark and a symbol of shared values. The structure is intended 

to provide a space for reflection, inspiration, and unity among community members. The cross will 

rest upon a semi-circular concrete base measuring approximately 70 feet in width and 40 feet in 

depth. The site has been thoughtfully designed to promote accessibility, operational efficiency, 

and minimal impact on the adjacent neighborhood. 

The existing playground located on the site will remain intact and fully operational, thereby 

preserving recreational opportunities for local families and children. An existing walkway will be 

upgraded to concrete to enhance durability and meet current accessibility standards. In addition, a 

handicap-accessible ramp will be constructed in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities 

Act (ADA), ensuring inclusive access to all areas of the site. To accommodate visitors, a new 

parking area containing ten (10) spaces will be developed, together with a driveway designed to 

facilitate safe and efficient ingress and egress. 

The project is designed to enhance the character of the community through the creation of a 

visually distinctive and meaningful landmark. Accessibility features, including the ADA-

compliant ramp and designated parking spaces, will ensure that the site is inclusive and welcoming 

to all visitors. The preservation of the existing playground underscores the project’s commitment 

to maintaining recreational resources for families, while the lighting plan reflects a conscientious 

effort to integrate the development harmoniously with its surroundings. 

Exterior site lighting will be installed at the base of the cross to ensure visitor safety and visibility 

during evening hours. To highlight the structure, the cross will feature an illumination system 

designed to light the cross with minimal impact on the adjoining neighborhood. The lighting will 

be carefully directed to eliminate glare and prevent light trespass onto adjacent properties. The 

design will ensure that the cross remains a subtle and dignified presence that minimizes light 

pollution without disturbing the character of the surrounding community. This balanced lighting 

strategy will provide sufficient visibility and security while remaining sensitive to potential 

concerns of nearby residents. 

Environmental stewardship is a key consideration throughout the project’s design and 

implementation. Construction will be conducted in a manner that minimizes disturbance to existing 

vegetation and natural features. The semi-circular concrete base will be engineered for long-term 

stability and safety while complementing the existing landscape. The proposed lighting design 

further supports sustainability by reducing light spill and preserving the natural nighttime 

environment. 

In summary, this proposed development represents a carefully considered and community-focused 

enhancement to the area. Through its combination of aesthetic prominence, accessibility, and 

environmental responsibility, the project is expected to deliver lasting civic and cultural value. 

Approval of the requested zoning action will allow for the realization of this meaningful addition 

to the community while maintaining respect for the character and integrity of the surrounding 

neighborhood. 



Attached hereto as exhibits in support of this application are the following: 

Exhibit 1. Zoning Exhibit dated January 2026 showing the existing conditions prior to construction 

of the proposed cross. 

Exhibit 2. Zoning Exhibit dated January 2026 showing the proposed conditions as they will exist 

after completion of the improvements. This exhibit depicts a short drive extending from the 

existing parking lot at the rear of the existing sanctuary to an additional ten (10) parking spaces 

and a short path leading to the cross. The drawing also shows a short walking path from the 

driveway next to the existing church building to the cross. This exhibit includes distances from 

adjoining boundary lines and existing improvements. 

Exhibit 3. Rough Cross Layout showing parking spaces, handicap ramp, location of the existing 

playground, and existing walkway. 

Exhibit 4. An aerial view of the proposed cross. 

Exhibit 5. A comparison of the elevation of the cross, showing that the base of the cross is slightly 

higher than the roof of the existing sanctuary. 

Exhibit 6. A picture of a similar cross erected by the church in Milner, Georgia. 

Exhibit 7. Cornerstone Engineering plans for the construction of a similar cross. These are not the 

actual plans for the proposed cross, but the proposed cross will have a similar base and attachment 

and these plans should provide guidance regarding the anticipated method of construction. This 

similar cross is located in Milner, Georgia, and a picture of that cross is included in the application. 

The structure is substantially similar to the cross planned for the subject property. 

 













Questions and Answers

1  Is this property on septic tank or public sewer?

Public Sewer

2  Is this new construction?

Yes  No

3  Is the proposed use a church or restaurant?

Church

Data Fields

Setbacks

1  Setbacks - Front

2  Setbacks - Right Side

3  Setbacks - Left Side

4  Setbacks - Rear

MBPZ Review

1  Predevelopment

2  Conditions of Approval

3  Variances

4  Agenda Date

5  Use Type

Application Information

1  Applicant Signature

John B. Wilkerson, Jr.



2  Describe your project/ proposal

ROCK SPRINGS CROSS NARRATIVE The proposed project consists of the construction of a 150-foot-tall cross on a designated
site to serve as a prominent community landmark and a symbol of shared values. The structure is intended to provide a space for
reflection, inspiration, and unity among community members. The cross will rest upon a semi-circular concrete base measuring
approximately 70 feet in width and 40 feet in depth. The site has been thoughtfully designed to promote accessibility, operational
efficiency, and minimal impact on the adjacent neighborhood. The existing playground located on the site will remain intact and fully
operational, thereby preserving recreational opportunities for local families and children. An existing walkway will be upgraded to
concrete to enhance durability and meet current accessibility standards. In addition, a handicap-accessible ramp will be constructed
in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), ensuring inclusive access to all areas of the site. To accommodate
visitors, a new parking area containing ten (10) spaces will be developed, together with a driveway designed to facilitate safe and
efficient ingress and egress. The project is designed to enhance the character of the community through the creation of a visually
distinctive and meaningful landmark. Accessibility features, including the ADA-compliant ramp and designated parking spaces, will
ensure that the site is inclusive and welcoming to all visitors. The preservation of the existing playground underscores the project’s
commitment to maintaining recreational resources for families, while the lighting plan reflects a conscientious effort to integrate the
development harmoniously with its surroundings. Exterior site lighting will be installed at the base of the cross to ensure visitor safety
and visibility during evening hours. To highlight the structure, the cross will feature an illumination system designed to light the cross
with minimal impact on the adjoining neighborhood. The lighting will be carefully directed to eliminate glare and prevent light
trespass onto adjacent properties. The design will ensure that the cross remains a subtle and dignified presence that minimizes light
pollution without disturbing the character of the surrounding community. This balanced lighting strategy will provide sufficient
visibility and security while remaining sensitive to potential concerns of nearby residents. Environmental stewardship is a key
consideration throughout the project’s design and implementation. Construction will be conducted in a manner that minimizes
disturbance to existing vegetation and natural features. The semi-circular concrete base will be engineered for long-term stability and
safety while complementing the existing landscape. The proposed lighting design further supports sustainability by reducing light
spill and preserving the natural nighttime environment. In summary, this proposed development represents a carefully considered
and community-focused enhancement to the area. Through its combination of aesthetic prominence, accessibility, and
environmental responsibility, the project is expected to deliver lasting civic and cultural value. Approval of the requested zoning
action will allow for the realization of this meaningful addition to the community while maintaining respect for the character and
integrity of the surrounding neighborhood. Attached hereto as exhibits in support of this application are the following: Exhibit 1.
Zoning Exhibit dated January 2026 showing the existing conditions prior to construction of the proposed cross. Exhibit 2. Zoning
Exhibit dated January 2026 showing the proposed conditions as they will exist after completion of the improvements. This exhibit
depicts a short drive extending from the existing parking lot at the rear of the existing sanctuary to an additional ten (10) parking
spaces and a short path leading to the cross. The drawing also shows a short walking path from the driveway next to the existing
church building to the cross. This exhibit includes distances from adjoining boundary lines and existing improvements. Exhibit 3.
Rough Cross Layout showing parking spaces, handicap ramp, location of the existing playground, and existing walkway. Exhibit 4.
An aerial view of the proposed cross. Exhibit 5. A comparison of the elevation of the cross, showing that the base of the cross is
slightly higher than the roof of the existing sanctuary. Exhibit 6. A picture of a similar cross erected by the church in Milner, Georgia.
Exhibit 7. Cornerstone Engineering plans for the construction of a similar cross. These are not the actual plans for the proposed
cross, but the proposed cross will have a similar base and attachment and these plans should provide guidance regarding the
anticipated method of construction. This similar cross is located in Milner, Georgia, and a picture of that cross is included in the
application. The structure is substantially similar to the cross planned for the subject property.

3  Business Applicant's Name

Rock Springs Congregational Methodist Church

4  Applicant Email

5  Applicant Address

219 Rock Springs Road, Milner, GA 30257

6  Owner Phone Number

7  Owner Address

219 Rock Springs Road, Milner, GA 30257



8  Owner Name

Rock Springs Congregational Methodist Church

9  Will there be a face change on any existing sign?

No

10  Has the signage change already occurred?

No

11  Will signage be added or changed on this property?

No

12  Business Name

Rock Springs Congregational Methodist Church

13  Church or Restaurant

Church

14  Number of Seats for Customers

10.0

15  Number of off-street parking spaces provided

0.0

16  New Structure Height (ft)

150.0

17  Square footage of the existing / proposed structure

0.0

18  Is this new construction?

Yes

19  Interior or Exterior?

Exterior

20  Existing Structure

No

21  Is the property, or portion of it, located in an established 100-year flood plain?

No

22  Is there a creek, stream, or major drainage way on the property?



No

23  What is the size of the property?

2 acres

24  Public Sewer or Septic Tank

Public Sewer

25  Applicant’s Daytime Phone Number

26  Name of Owner or Property Manager

27  Has this face change on existing signs already occurred?

No

Ungrouped

1  Zoning District

PDM




