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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA 

 
 
KENNETH JOHNSON; 
JACQUELYN JOHNSON,     
       
   Plaintiffs              CIVIL ACTION NO: 
        1:24-cv-05140-SEG 
      
    v.    FIRST AMENDED 
        COMPLAINT 
GEORGIA DEPARTMENT     
OF PUBLIC HEALTH,     JURY TRIAL DEMAND 
 
   Defendant. 
      
       
 
 
 

NATURE OF THE ACTION 
 
 Section One of the Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution reads, 

“No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or 

immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person 

of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person 

within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.”  Section Five gives the 

U.S. Congress the explicit power to enforce through legislation the provisions of 

the article, thus the creation of the Enforcement Act of 1871 also known as the Ku 

Klux Klan Act and more significantly the Civil Rights Act of 1871 codified as 42 

U.S.C §1983 - Deprivation of Rights, 42 U.S.C §1985 - Conspiracy to Interfere 
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with Rights, and 42 U.S.C §1986 - Neglect to Protect Rights, implicitly abrogating 

the states' eleventh amendment immunity.  A negligent failure to protect by the 

State, which includes agencies acting as the arm of the State that are in a position 

to protect victims from the provisions of the statute is actionable1. The statute 

creates a legal duty! 

This is a case brought pursuant to the provisions of the Civil Rights Act of 

1871, codified as 42 U.S.C §1983 and 42 U.S.C §1986  to correct unlawful 

deprivation of rights, neglect to protect rights, and disparate treatment based on 

systemic racial discrimination in the State of Georgia, during the time periods of 

September 7, 2023 through the present, July 17, 2025, which is from the first 

request by the Plaintiff’s to the Georgia Department of Public Health (hereinafter 

“DPH”) to amend the erroneous and fraudulent cause of death on the death 

certificate of their minor son Kendrick Lamar Johnson (hereinafter “KJ”).  The 

actions before this court are timely and in accordance with the July 16, 2025 Order 

by Judge Geraghty granting leave for the Plaintiff’s to file this First Amended 

Complaint. 

The Plaintiff’s have been adversely affected and endured deprivation of 

rights and neglect to provide equal protection under the laws by the Defendant 

concerning the scientifically and physically impossible narrative that their minor 

 
1 See Clark v. Clabaugh, 20 F.3d 1290, 1298 (3d Cir. 1994) (finding that 
negligence is sufficient to maintain § 1986 claim). 
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child KJ died from a freak accident during school hours inside an unsupervised 

gymnasium at Lowndes County High School in Valdosta Georgia.  

The Defendant continues to deny the Plaintiffs, 1) their right to a timely and 

accurate amended death certificate for their minor son KJ, a statutory mandate 

under the Georgia Code; 2) civil and Due Process rights under the United States 

and Georgia Constitutions. 

On or about September 7, 2023, Plaintiff’s submitted first request to the 

Defendantt to amend the death certificate of their minor son KJ pursuant to 

provisions under the O.C.G.A 31-10-232. 

On or about October 6, 2023, Plaintiff’s submitted a second request to the 

Defendant to amend the death certificate of their minor son KJ, pursuant to 

provisions under the O.C.G.A 31-10-23. 

Pursuant to Rule 511-1-3-.26 3 , the Plaintiff's requested that the death 

certificate for KJ be amended based on two medical examinations performed by 

Forensic Pathologist William Anderson.  Dr. Anderson determined KJ died from 

non-accidental blunt force trauma and provided pictures of a collapsed and 

hemorrhaging carotid artery from his autopsy. 

 
2 See O.C.G.A 31-10-23 - Amendment of certificates or reports (a) Unless 
otherwise specified by law, a certificate or report registered under this chapter may 
be amended in accordance with this chapter and regulations adopted by the 
department to protect the integrity and accuracy of vital records. 
3 See Rule 511-1-3-.26. - Who May Apply to Amend a Vital Record,  
https://rules.sos.state.ga.us/GAC/511-1-3-.26(2)  

https://rules.sos.state.ga.us/GAC/511-1-3-.26(2)
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To date, the Defendant has not complied with State law to act either by 

amending the death certificate for KJ or rejecting the Plaintiff’s request to amend 

thus providing the Plaintiff’s the opportunity to appeal such decision and then 

request for a hearing4, and therefore in violation of the Plaintiffs Constitutionally 

protected Fourteenth Amendment Rights. 

Additionally, photographs of KJ’s body taken at the crime scene of KJ’s 

murder, contradict the “accidental” cause of death on the State certified death 

certificate providing the Defendant with additional cause to amend the death 

certificate. 

Furthermore, documents from government files concerning KJ revealed 

unmistakable and irrefutable instances of evidence tampering after KJ’s body was 

removed from the Lowndes County High School property. 

New material evidences acquired by the Plaintiff’s from the Lowndes 

County Sheriff Office finally coming into compliance with Georgia’s Open 

Records Act, sheds additional light and confirmation that Kendrick’s cause of 

death was non-accidental blunt force trauma! 

 
4 See https://rules.sos.state.ga.us/GAC/511-1-3-.39 (1) - Persons seeking to obtain 
or amend a vital record may appeal the action or refusal to act of local custodians, 
registrars, or employees of the Office of Vital Records, by filing an appeal in 
writing with the State Registrar. The appeal must specifically identify the 
employee or official involved, the action or refusal to act, and must state the 
complainant's right or standing to complain of the action or inaction. 

https://rules.sos.state.ga.us/GAC/511-1-3-.39
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The new evidence also raises serious questions about the conflicting official 

claims regarding Kendrick’s internal organs, the chain of custody of the internal 

organs, and how/why those organs were not returned to the Plaintiff’s as required 

by law? 

Lastly, the new evidence concerning Kendrick’s missing internal organs and 

the Georgia Department of State inquiry into the matter under then Secretary Brian 

Kemp, and the State Department’s refusal to provide the Plaintiff’s with all 

information, evidences, reports, and final disposition of any inquiry into the 

missing organs under Georgia’s Open Records Act, would lead a reasonable 

person to conclude that the Defendant’s refusal to amend the cause of death on 

Kendrick’s death certificate in accordance to the Georgia Code isn’t based on the 

merits, but instead undue nefarious influences in higher state government positions 

of influence and power! 

None of the evidences have been presented to a Jury nor has there been a 

trial or customary Due Process rights pursuant to the United States Constitution.   

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 
 

1.  Jurisdiction of this Court is invoked pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 

1343.   
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2.  This action is authorized and instituted pursuant to Civil Rights Act of 1871 

42 U.S.C §1983 - Deprivation of Rights and 42 U.S.C §1986 - Neglect to Protect 

Rights. 

3.  The actions, deprivation of rights and neglect to protect rights commenced 

within the jurisdiction of the United States District Court for the Northern District 

of Georgia. 

4.  Venue in this district is proper pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391(b). 

 
PARTIES 

 
5.  Plaintiff’s are the parents of Kendrick Johnson former student at Lowndes 

County High School found dead inside a gym wrestling mat.  Plaintiff’s address is 

2800 Tydnall Drive, Valdosta, Georgia 31602.  

6. The Georgia Department of Public Health maintains public vital statistics 

records for the State of Georgia. Defendant-DPH place of business in Georgia is 

200 Piedmont Avenue, SE, Atlanta, GA 30334. 

7. Between the dates of September 7, 2023 through the present, July 25, 2025, 

the Defendant has deprived and neglected to protect the Plaintiff’s rights pursuant 

to the provisions of the Fourteenth Amendment, the Civil Rights Act of 1871 

codified as 42 U.S.C §1983 and 42 U.S.C §1986 in their pursuit of an accurate 

Georgia state certified death certificate regarding the death and murder of their 

minor child KJ who was found dead inside a gym mat on January 11, 2013.  
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8.    The causes of action herein arose during this time period. 

 

RELAVANT BACKGROUND AND FACTS RELATING TO THE 
DEPRIVATION OF RIGHTS, CONSPIRACY TO INTERFERE WITH RIGHTS, 

AND NEGLECT TO PROTECT RIGHTS 
 
 

9. On May 2, 2013 Defendant-GBI release its’ autopsy report provided it to the 

Plaintiff’s nearly four months later than required by state law and officially 

determined accidental positional asphyxiation as the cause of death for KJ alleging 

a freak accident and noting “no significant injuries.” 

10.  The material facts and physical evidence including photographs from the 

autopsy performed by Dr. Maryanne Kraft, the medical examiner for Defendant-

GBI,categorically refute the agency findings! 

11. On or about March 9, 2021 Lowndes County Sheriff Ashley Paulk reopened 

the departments death investigation of KJ amid ongoing unrest by local residents 

who contend KJ’s death was not accidental. 

12.  On or about January 25, 2022, Sheriff Paulk announced it had concluded the 

agencies investigation into the death of KJ and released a synopsis of its 

conclusions. 

13.  The 16-page synopsis by Sheriff Paulk rife with false information, logical 

fallacies, scientific impossibilities and evidence that directly contradicted the 

accidental cause of death on KJ’s state certified death certificate. 
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14.  On or about September 7, 2023, Plaintiff’s submitted a first request to the 

Defendantt to amend the death certificate of their minor son KJ pursuant to 

provisions under the O.C.G.A 31-10-235. 

15.  On or about October 6, 2023, Plaintiff’s submitted a second request to the 

Defendant to amend the death certificate of their minor son KJ, pursuant to 

provisions under the O.C.G.A 31-10-23. 

16.  Pursuant to Rule 511-1-3-.26 6 , the Plaintiff's requested that the death 

certificate for KJ be amended based on two medical examinations performed by 

Forensic Pathologist William Anderson.  Dr. Anderson determined KJ died from 

non-accidental blunt force trauma and provided pictures of a collapsed and 

hemorrhaging carotid artery from his autopsy. 

17. To date, the Defendant has not complied with State law to act either by 

amending the death certificate for KJ or rejecting the Plaintiff’s request to amend 

thus providing the Plaintiff’s the opportunity appeal such decision and request for a 

 
5 See O.C.G.A 31-10-23 - Amendment of certificates or reports (a) Unless 
otherwise specified by law, a certificate or report registered under this chapter may 
be amended in accordance with this chapter and regulations adopted by the 
department to protect the integrity and accuracy of vital records. 
6 See Rule 511-1-3-.26. - Who May Apply to Amend a Vital Record,  
https://rules.sos.state.ga.us/GAC/511-1-3-.26(2)  

https://rules.sos.state.ga.us/GAC/511-1-3-.26(2)
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hearing7 , and therefore in violation of the Plaintiffs Constitutionally protected 

Fourteenth Amendment Rights. 

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION 

VIOLATION OF 42 U.S.C. § 1983 DEPRIVATION OF RIGHTS 

18.  Pursuant to O.C.G.A 31-10-23 Amendment of certificates or reports (a) 

Unless otherwise specified by law, a certificate or report registered under this 

chapter may be amended in accordance with this chapter and regulations adopted 

by the department to protect the integrity and accuracy of vital records. 

19.  On or about September 7, 2023, Plaintiff’s submitted a first request to the 

Defendant to amend the death certificate of their minor son KJ pursuant to 

provisions under the O.C.G.A 31-10-238. 

20.  On or about October 6, 2023, the Plaintiffs submitted a request to 

Defendant-DPH (Exhibit 1) to correct the cause of death on their son’s death 

certificate. (Exhibit 3 - Declaration of Kenneth Johnson “Johnson Decl.,” ¶ 2) 

 
7 See https://rules.sos.state.ga.us/GAC/511-1-3-.39 (1) - Persons seeking to obtain 
or amend a vital record may appeal the action or refusal to act of local custodians, 
registrars, or employees of the Office of Vital Records, by filing an appeal in 
writing with the State Registrar. The appeal must specifically identify the 
employee or official involved, the action or refusal to act, and must state the 
complainant's right or standing to complain of the action or inaction. 
8 See O.C.G.A 31-10-23 - Amendment of certificates or reports (a) Unless 
otherwise specified by law, a certificate or report registered under this chapter may 
be amended in accordance with this chapter and regulations adopted by the 
department to protect the integrity and accuracy of vital records. 

https://rules.sos.state.ga.us/GAC/511-1-3-.39
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21.  The Plaintiffs completed the appropriate forms (Exhibit 1), supplied vital 

records with the report from the autopsy performed by independent medical 

examiner Forensic Pathologist Dr. William Anderson (Exhibit 2), as well as 

multiple pictures of their son’s injuries. See Exhibit 4, (see also Johnson Decl. ¶3) 

22.  The Plaintiffs learned that in spite of the findings from the autopsies 

performed by independent medical examiner Dr. Anderson that Kendrick’s cause 

of death was non-accidental blunt force trauma, autopsy pictures of KJ’s carotid 

artery hemorrhaging  and the evidence showing numerous injuries all over 

Kendrick’s body directly contradicting the State Medical Examiners autopsy 

report, the Defendant would not correct the death certificate. (Johnson Decl. ¶8) 

23.  The Plaintiffs learned that Defendant-DPH had been unable to locate Dr. 

Kraft to confront her with the evidence of their sons injuries that Dr. Kraft 

deliberately left out of her autopsy report.  (Johnson Decl. ¶9) 

24.  On February 6, 2024, Mr.Johnson contacted vital records to inquire about 

the status of the Johnson’s request and whether Dr. Kraft had been located to 

review the evidence and correct the death certificate. (Johnson Decl. ¶10) 

25.  The Plaintiffs learned that Dr. Kraft had not been located and the death 

certificate had not been corrected. (Johnson Decl. ¶11) 

26.  For nearly twelve years, Defendant-DPH has maintained an erroneous death 

certificate for the Plaintiffs minor son KJ. 
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27.  The State of Georgia has deprived the Plaintiffs the right and the protections 

under the law to provide them with an accurate death certificate for their minor son 

KJ.  

SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION 

VIOLATION OF 42 U.S.C. § 1986 NEGLECT TO PROTECT RIGHTS 
 

28. Under Georgia statute O.C.G.A 31-10-23 the Defendant is required to 

maintain accurate vital records. 

29. The State Office of Vital Records is responsible for creating, maintaining, 

and providing access to vital records data. 

30. Vital statistics data are important because they represent the universe of 

events, not a sample.  Reporting vital events is mandatory. 

31.  The Defendant is also mandated to comply with the Health Insurance 

Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 to protect health information. 

32. Thus the Defendant has a statutory duty to act and protect the rights of the 

Plaintiffs rights to accurate information concerning the death of their minor son 

and also have a statutory duty to act and protect the integrity of vital statistics. 

33. The Defendant has not fulfilled its duty to act therefore has failed to protect 

the rights of the Plaintiff under the Fourteenth Amendment (42 U.S.C §1986) and 

further failed to protect the integrity of vital statistics information in accordance 

with the Georgia Code. 
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34.  In addition to the evidence of KJ’s body being mutilated prior to burial, by 

happenstance the Plaintiffs recently discovered their son’s body had been tampered 

with in a feeble attempt by authorities to conceal a multitude of injuries on KJ’s 

body. (Exhibit 5) 

35.  The Plaintiff’s have a wealth of new material evidences acquired over the 

last several months including an autopsy photograph that show Kendrick’s internal 

organs, were not decomposed but severely injured as a result of blunt force trauma. 

(Exhibit 6) 

36.  Ga. Code Ann., § 31-10-16© is unambiguous and specifically states, 

“determining death authorized in subsection (a) of this Code section shall be 

cumulative to and shall not prohibit the use of other medically recognized criteria 

for determining death.” 

Kendrick Johnson’s Missing Internal Organs 

37.  Kendrick’s internal organs were not returned to the Johnson’s raising 

significant chain of custody violations, overt and criminal on the face. 

38. As an Assisting Agency, Defendant-GBI can initiate investigations when 

requested by various officials including but not limited too, district attorneys, 

sherrifs, and the Governor. 
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39.  In a situation involving missing organs during a state medical autopsy, in 

would be standard protocol that one or more of these authorities would request an 

investigation by Defendant-GBI. 

40.  To the Plaintiff’s knowledge, none of these authorities requested Defendant-

GBI to investigate Kendrick’s missing internal organs. 

41.  There are conflicting official accounts of the disposition of the organs while 

in the custody of Defendant-GBI as well as what took place with the organs once 

Dr. Kraft placed the organ bag into Kendrick’s body cavity once she completed her 

autopsy. 

42.  A photo from the autopsy last show the organ bag at the bottom of the 

autopsy table with part of Kendrick’s body showing. (Exhibit 7) 

43.  Georgia Department of State under then Secretary Brian Kemp conducted 

an investigation into the matter of the missing organs (Exhibit 8-2) however the 

Plaintiff’s Open Records Request to Secretary Raffensperger (Exhibit 8) regarding 

the agency findings and full disclosure of all investigation materials have gone 

unanswered, a direct violation of the Georgia Open Records Act. 

44.  The O.C.G.A 31-10-23 states, “Amendment of certificates or reports (a) 

Unless otherwise specified by law, a certificate or report registered under this 

chapter may be amended in accordance with this chapter and regulations adopted 

by the department to protect the integrity and accuracy of vital records.” 
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45.  Additionally, excerpts from the 2019 deposition of Dr. Kraft (Kraft Dep., 

September 20, 2019) rife with material falsehoods, scientific contradictions, 

inconsistencies in her testimony, all of which are highly indisputable material facts 

and evidence that directly relates to the matter before this Court, and the works of 

fiction concerning the murder of their son Kendrick Johnson. 

46.  Dr. Kraft states in her deposition that she “looked at the video and I looked 

at the photos from the scene” (Kraft Dep., 86:16). 

47.  Dr. Kraft states she’s “considering investigative findings, the scene 

findings, the photographs that I review” (Kraft Dep., 104:6-7). 

48.  Dr. Kraft states that “An examination of the decedent by the local 

authorities did not reveal the presence of external trauma. The scene did not reveal 

any signs of foul play and no foul play is suspected at this time.” (Kraft Dep., 51:6-

9) 

49.  A photograph taken by local authorities at the scene reveals the highly 

visible tread marks from the bottom of a shoe on Kendrick’s abdomen, indicative 

of someone stomping on him with extreme force. (Exhibit 9) 

50.  This material evidence is not mentioned in any of the official reports 

Defendant-Georgia Department of Health (hereinafter, “DPH”) and contradicts the 

official claims that there were no significant injuries, no signs of foul play, and no 

signs of external trauma! 
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51.  Under the guise of performing a legitimate posterior autopsy, Dr. Kraft 

admits to the butchery to Kendrick’s back9 that is consistent with mutilation of a 

corpse prior to burial. 

52.  Dr. Kraft describes the butchery as a “posterior neck and back 

examination.” (Kraft Dep., 155:10) -- “It is basically described as a bilateral 

vertical incision to the back are made for examination.” (Kraft Dep., 155:12-13) 

53.  However, when comparing Dr. Kraft’s posterior bilateral vertical incision to 

posterior bilateral vertical incisions performed by other forensic examiners, it 

becomes apparent Dr. Kraft’s posterior autopsy was only a pretext to justify 

butchering Kendrick’s back and removing large hunks of flesh in a feeble attempt 

to conceal deep tissue bruising and injury caused by blunt force trauma. (Exhibit 

10) 

54.  In a posterior autopsy with bilateral vertical incisions, the incisions are on 

the sides of the body which creates a flap and allows the skin to be peeled back 

exposing the entire posterior. 

55.  The incisions are only deep enough to allow the skin to be peeled back. 

56.  Furthermore, the incisions are made to the sides of the body which allows 

the post autopsy reconstruction (PAR) to somewhat hide the scars and spare the 

family of the decedent any additional and avoidable emotional trauma. 

 
9 See Kenneth Johnson, et al v. DPH case number: 1:24-cv-5140-LMM (Dkt. 1, 
Exhibit 4) 
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57.  Dr. Kraft’s handy-work doesn’t even expose the spine and many other parts 

of the back to be examined and is nothing short of mutilation of a dead body for no 

other purpose than to conceal deep tissue bruising, a result from trauma such as 

being stomped while on the ground leaving shoe prints on the outside of young 

Kendrick and a multitude of internal injury. 

58.  Georgia Code § 31-21-44.1 - Abuse of dead body, makes it a felony to 

mutilate a corpse prior to burial. 

59.  Dr. Kraft also makes numerous scientific contradictions and inconsistencies 

throughout the deposition. 

60.  One glaring scientific contradiction was that according to Dr. Kraft, 

Kendrick’s organs showed they were in autolysis10 or the first stage of natural 

human decomposition, later claiming she only saw “purge” in the crime scene 

photos and not blood as the untrained eye may see. 

61.  Dr. Kraft attributes the “purge” she saw in the pictures to be a result of 

gases in the body accumulating becoming “bloated” thus pushing blood-like fluids 

out of the body orifices and not actual blood due to injury or trauma.  Dr. Kraft 

 
10 See Kraft Dep., 55:4 - “And then on microscopic examination, the lungs, as 
many of the other organs showed, autolysis of decomposition changes.” 
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further alleges there “skin slippage of the head neck torso, and upper 

extremities.”11 

62.  The problem here is natural occurring purge takes place in the “bloat” or 

second stage of human decomposition and Dr. Kraft has already indicated 

Kendrick’s internal organs were only in the first stage of decomposition. 

63.  So even if the blood everyone else sees in the photos is actually purge as Dr. 

Kraft testified too, purge that occurs in the autolysis stage of human decomposition 

only when there is torture or trauma! 

64.  Another material gem is the conflicting testimony of Dr. Kraft where she 

can’t make up her mind whether authorities claimed Kendrick was reaching for a 

pair of size 9 1/2 shoes in a gym wresting mat as depicted in one picture from the 

2022 Kendrick Johnson Death Investigation Synopsis by the Lowndes County 

Sheriff Department or if Kendrick was reaching for a single shoe size 9 1/2 

somehow wedged inside a foam tumbling mat with openings on each end of the 

mat being no less than 14 inches in diameter. 

65.  All throughout the deposition Dr. Kraft presents a theory based on a 

narrative that Kendrick Johnson was reached for a pair of “shoes” inside a gym 

 
11  See Kraft Dep., 90:12-16 - “Predominantly, I believe the autopsy states 
congestive decomposition changes were manifested by variable bloating, red, 
green black skin discoloration with or without marbling. Vesicle formation with 
skin slippage of the head neck torso and upper extremities.” 
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wrestling mat according to the 2022 Kendrick Johnson Death Investigation 

Synopsis by the Lowndes County Sheriff Department.12 

66.  Towards the end of the deposition, as if Dr. Kraft had been informed that 

the narrative presented by authorities and the crime scene photos was that 

Kendrick Johnson was reaching for a single shoe and that the matching shoe was 

highlighted in one of the photos as being 15-25 ft. away from where Kendrick’s 

body was, Dr. Kraft switched her testimony in the middle of giving testimony from 

claiming Kendrick was reaching for “shoes” plural, to reaching for a “shoe” 

singular.13 

67.  Next, to overcome the apparent testimonial contradictions dilemma, Dr. 

Kraft then introduces a brand new theory, unsupported by any crime scene 

photographs, that the single shoe was wedged near the top mat opening and as 

Kendrick reached for the “shoe” it became more wedged further down in the mat 

 
12 See Kraft Dep., 50:24 - “Though the incident was unwitnessed, authorities 
believe the decedent dropped his shoes into a rolled up mat.” 
13 See Kraft Dep., 184:21-185:4 - “Given the photographs, the investigation -- 
again, photographs of what -- that the shoes were found in the hole in front of him, 
or at least around his head area, I have sneakers found outside or on the top around 
his socks, which also showed areas of being stretched at the toe areas which would 
be consistent with trying to wiggle yourself out of a mat; again in my 
interpretation.  Then my belief is that Kendrick had reached in -- the shoe 
somehow ended up in the mat, had seen the shoe; again, wouldn't have necessarily 
fell down to the bottom because depending on how it landed in the mat or was in 
the mat it could've been kind of wedged in there.” 
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because the diameter of the inside of the mat was smaller than the diameter at the 

opening on each end.14 

68.  Dr. Kraft’s testimony that “the 14 inches that you're measuring on one side 

isn't gonna be the same measurement a foot down from there, two feet from there, 

three feet, and at the bottom.” suggests a scenario where the gym mat Kendrick 

Johnson’s body was found in, was concave and the diameter of the mat got smaller 

the further Kendrick reached for the “shoe” causing it to become wedged further 

down. (Exhibit 11) 

69.  The problem with this theory as it relates to the 2022 Kendrick Johnson 

Death Investigation Synopsis by the Lowndes County Sheriff Department is that 

wrestling mats come with mat tubes (Exhibit 12) that maintain a uniform and 

consistent taper for easy storage similar to tubes that come inside a roll of paper 

towels or toilet paper….the inside is not concave. (Exhibit 13) 

70.  When compared to diagrams created by the authorities, those diagrams are 

inconsistent with the concave inner layer of the wrestling mat narrative. (Exhibit 

14) 

 
14 See Kraft Dep., 184:21-185:4 - “If you rolled up a mat, it's not evenly open all 
the way down. That's not how it works, especially if you strap around the mat. 
Therefore the 14 inches that you're measuring on one side isn't gonna be the same 
measurement a foot down from there, two feet from there, three feet, and at the 
bottom.” 
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71.  To summarize and dumb it down for the unindicted state and federal felon 

Dr. Kraft, a mat evenly rolled up with a uniform taper, cannot be concaved in the 

inner most layer without being concaved moreso on the outer most layer. 

72.  Dr. Kraft clearly filed false fictitious documents with Defendant-DPH 

concerning Kendrick Johnson who is African-American.  Dr. Kraft claimed 

Kendrick had “no significant injuries” and his death was an accident yet the photos 

taken by authorities clearly illustrate that was a material falsehood. 

73.  Ga. Code Ann., § 31-10-31(a)(1) states, “Any person who willfully and 

knowingly makes any false statement in a certificate, record, or report required by 

this chapter, or in an application for an amendment thereof, or in an application for 

a certified copy of a vital record or who willfully and knowingly supplies false 

information intending that such information be used in the preparation of any such 

report, record, or certificate, or amendment thereof;” can be fined not more than 

$10,000.00 or imprisonment of not more than five years, or both. 

74.  GA Code § 16-10-20  states, “A person who knowingly and willfully 

falsifies, conceals, or covers up by any trick, scheme, or device a material fact; 

makes a false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement or representation; or makes or 

uses any false writing or document, knowing the same to contain any false, 

fictitious, or fraudulent statement or entry, in any matter within the jurisdiction of 

any department or agency of state government or of the government of any county, 
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city, or other political subdivision of this state shall, upon conviction thereof, be 

punished by a fine of not more than $1,000.00 or by imprisonment for not less than 

one nor more than five years, or both.” 

75.  Defendant-DPH has made no good-faith efforts to come into compliance 

with its’ statutory obligations to maintain accurate vital records for the Plaintiffs 

minor son even after the Plaintiffs demonstrated with supporting evidence the 

agency records are grossly inaccurate. 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 
 
Wherefore, Plaintiff respectfully requests that this Court: 
 

A. Declare the Defendants to be in violation of Plaintiff’s civil rights by 

maintaining an erroneous death certificate of their minor son. 

B. Declare the Defendant must amend the death certificate of Kendrick Johnson 

to reflect the cause of death supported by the material facts and forensic evidence. 

C. Declare that the Defendant, who is in control of and responsible for 

maintaining accurate vital records for the state of Georgia, have a duty to protect 

the integrity of the information in its’ control. 

D. Find that the Plaintiff has suffered adversely being subjected to racial 

bigotry and harassment as results of the Defendants egregious, willful and wanton 

acts. 
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E.   Grant judgment to Plaintiff in the amount of $6,000,000.00 in 

compensatory damages, with pre- and post-judgment interest of ten percent.  

F.   Grant judgment to Plaintiff in the amount of $6,000,000.00 in punitive 

damages, with pre- and post-judgment interest of ten percent. 

G.      Grant such further relief as the court deems necessary and proper in the 

public interest. 

H.      Grant Plaintiff any costs of this action, including reasonable attorney 

fees, expert witness fees, and litigation costs. 

JURY TRIAL DEMAND 
 
Plaintiffs request a jury trial on all questions of fact raised in the Complaint. 
 

CERTIFICATION 

Under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 11, by signing below, I certify to the best of 

my knowledge, information, and belief that this complaint: (1) is not being 

presented for an improper purpose, such as to harass, cause unnecessary delay, or 

needlessly increase the cost of litigation; (2) is supported by existing law or by a 

non-frivolous argument for extending, modifying, or reversing existing law; (3) the 

factual contentions have evidentiary support or, if specifically so identified, will 

likely have evidentiary support after a reasonable opportunity for further 

investigation or discovery; and (4) the complaint otherwise complies with the 

requirements of Rule 11. 
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I agree to provide the Clerk’s Office with any changes to my address where case-

related papers may be served.  I understand that my failure to keep a current 

address on file with the Clerk’s Office may result in the dismissal of my case. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dated:    July 25, 2025    /s/ Kenneth Johnson 
Kenneth Johnson 
 
/s/ Jacquelyn Johnson 
Jacquelyn Johnson 

 

2800 Tyndall Drive,  
Valdosta, Georgia 31602 

 229.560.5555 
          mikekjjohnson48@yahoo.com 

mailto:mikekjjohnson48@yahoo.com


IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA 

 

 

KENNETH JOHNSON; 

JACQUELYN JOHNSON,     

       

   Plaintiffs              CIVIL ACTION NO: 

        1:24-cv-05140-SEG 

      

    v.    FIRST AMENDED 

        COMPLAINT 

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT     

OF PUBLIC HEALTH,     JURY TRIAL DEMAND 

 

   Defendant. 

      

      

 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that I filed the foregoing FIRST AMENDED COMPLAINT 

with the Clerk of the Court via United States Postal Service mail.  I also certify that 

I mailed by United States Postal Service the foregoing document to the following 

participants: 
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Respectfully submitted, 

Dated:    July 25, 2025    /s/ Kenneth Johnson__________ 

Kenneth Johnson 

 

/s/ Jacquelyn Johnson_________ 

Jacquelyn Johnson 

 

2800 Tyndall Drive,  

Valdosta, Georgia 31602 

 229.560.5555 

          mikekjjohnson48@yahoo.com  

 

 

Roger Chalmers 

State of Georgia Department of Law 

40 Capitol Square, S.W. 

Atlanta, Georgia 30334-1300 

mailto:mikekjjohnson48@yahoo.com


 

 

 

 

Dr. Kraft 2019 

Deposition Excerpts 















































































































 

 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit 1 



Kenneth and Jackie Johnson 

2800 Tydnall Drive 

Valdosta, Georgia 31602 

229.560.5555 

mikekjjohnson48@yahoo.com  

 

October 6, 2023 

 

State Office of Vital Records 

1680 Phoenix Blvd., Suite 100 

Atlanta, Georgia 30349 

 

RE:  Request Death Certificate Cause of Death Correction for Kendrick Johnson 

Dear Commissioner Toomey: 

Pursuant to O.C.GA 31-10-23 Amendment of certificates or reports (a) Unless otherwise 

specified by law, a certificate or report registered under this chapter may be amended in 

accordance with this chapter and regulations adopted by the department to protect the integrity 

and accuracy of vital records. 

We are submitting a completed Affidavit For Amendment Form 3977 and the results of 

Dr. William R. Anderson who determined our son Kendrick Johnson died from non-accidental 

blunt force trauma. See Exhibit 1 

According to Medical Examiner Maryanne Gaffney-Kraft, she found no wounds on 

Kendrick except for a scrape on the back of his right wrist and three small injuries on his right 

pinky. 

We are also submitting evidence of wounds Dr. Kraft deliberately did not include in her 

examination of Kendrick in order to maintain the integrity and accuracy of vital records. 

Exhibit 2 shows a laceration and blood on the left ring finger. 

Exhibit 3 shows a laceration on the left ear. 

Exhibit 4 shows a laceration on the top lip. 

Exhibit 5 shows extensive bruising and swelling on the face and upper torso. 

Exhibit 6 shows a blood stream from wounds consistent with the distinct markings and 

dimensions of a stun gun. 

Exhibit 7 is especially disturbing because it shows what purports to be a cervical 

vertebrae autopsy procedure. Bruising on the back very visible in spite of Dr. Kraft’s best efforts 

to cut and pull back the damaged skin on Kendrick’s neck.  The most gruesome aspect of Exhibit 

7 are the large, deep, wide portions of Kendrick’s back cut out and removed. 

Investigators working on our behalf were unable to find any medical professionals in the 

United States who could identify a medical explanation or even technique used to butcher and 

mutilate Kendrick’s body as shown in Exhibit 7. Considering Dr. Kraft claims she found no 

significant wounds on Kendrick then there was no reason to cut his neck and back at all. 

To this end, we request the cause of death for Kendrick Johnson to be amended to 

correctly identify the cause of death as non-accidental blunt force trauma and that this request 

and exhibits be made part of the permanent vital  records. 

mailto:mikekjjohnson@yahoo.com


In advance, thank you for your time and prompt attention to this very important matter. 

 

Warmest Regards, 

 

Kenneth and Jacquelyn Johnson 

/s/ Kenneth Johnson 

/s/ Jacquelyn Johnson 

 

cc: Commissioner Kathleen E. Toomey, M.D., M.P.H. 



AFFIDAVIT FOR AMENDMENT  FORM 3977 (REVISED 09/2018) 

 PLEASE ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO THE ADDRESS BELOW. 

STATE OFFICE OF VITAL RECORDS1680 PHOENIX BLVD. SUITE 100, ATLANTA, GA 30349 PHONE 404.679.4702 

 

PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE ALL INFORMATION LEGIBLY AND CORRECTLY BELOW. COMPLETE THE 

FRONT AND BACK OF THIS FORM.  
 

Section 1: REQUIRED INFORMATION 
 

REQUESTING CORRECTION TO: 

              Birth                    Stillbirth/Fetal Death                    Death 
STATE FILE NUMBER 

 
DATE OF BIRTH & HOUR OF BIRTH (MONTH, DAY, & YEAR) 

 
FIRST NAME OF CHILD AT BIRTH MIDDLE NAME OF CHILD AT BIRTH 

 
LAST NAME OF CHILD AT BIRTH GENERATION (JR., II, III, ETC.) 

 
MOTHER/PARENT 1 FIRST NAME AT BIRTH 

 
MOTHER/PARENT 1 MIDDLE NAME AT BIRTH MOTHER/PARENT S LAST NAME AT BIRTH 

 
FATHER/PARENT 2 FIRST NAME AT BIRTH 

 
 FATHER/PARENT 2 MIDDLE NAME AT BIRTH FATHER/PARENT 2 LAST NAME AT BIRTH 

 
FATHER’S PLACE OF BIRTH (CITY, COUNTY, STATE) FATHER’S DATE OF BIRTH (MONTH, DAY, & YEAR) 

 
ITEM OMITTED OR IN ERROR 

 
BIRTH CERTIFICATE SHOWS 

 
SHOULD BE 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
I HEREBY DECLARE UNDER OATH THAT THE STATEMENTS ABOVE ARE TRUE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE. (SIGNATURE OF REGISTRANT OR PARENT) 

 
CURRENT ADDRESS OF REGISTRANT (STREET NAME & NUMBER, CITY, STATE, & ZIP CODE) 

 
EMAIL ADDRESS 

 

DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE. 
NAME & KIND OF DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE (INCLUDE BY WHOM AND DATE ISSUED) 

 
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT DATE (MONTH, DAY, & YEAR) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR EXPLANATION 

 

 
As an official representative of the State Registrar, I 

certify that I have examined the evidence and information 

presented on this form.  

SIGNATURE OF CERTIFIER 

 
DATE SIGNED (MONTH, DAY, & YEAR) 

 
SIGNATURE OF THE STATE REGISTRAR 

 
ORIGINAL BIRTH CERTIFICATE FILE DATE (MONTH, DAY, & YEAR) 

 
 

Section 2: NOTARY PUBLIC 
 

ACKNOWLEDGED TO BE TRUE BEFORE ME ON (NOTARY’S SIGNATURE & DATE): 

 
MY TERM EXPIRES ON (DATE): 

 
ID TYPE PRESENTED BY REGISTRANT 

 
ID NUMBER PRESENTED BY REGISTRANT 

 
ID TYPE PRESENTED BY BIRTH MOTHER/PARENT 1 

 
ID NUMBER PRESENTED BY MOTHER/PARENT 1 

 
ID TYPE PRESENTED BY BIRTH FATHER/PARENT 2 

 
ID NUMBER PRESENTED BY FATHER/PARENT 2 

 
PLEASE PLACE THE NOTARY SEAL BELOW. 

 

 

 

 
Page 1 of 2 (Please see instructions on the back) 

260-93-6502 10/10/1995

Kendrick Lamar Johnson

Jacquelyn Lavern Martin

Kenneth Lamar Johnson

Valdosta, Lowndes, Georgia 02/20/1969

Cause of death Accidental positional asphyxia Non-Accidental blunt force trauma

/s/ Kenneth Johnson

2800 Tydnall Drive, Valdosta, Georgia 31602

mikekjjohnson48@yahoo.com



AFFIDAVIT FOR AMENDMENT  FORM 3977 (REVISED 09/2018) 

 PLEASE ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO THE ADDRESS BELOW. 

STATE OFFICE OF VITAL RECORDS1680 PHOENIX BLVD. SUITE 100, ATLANTA, GA 30349 PHONE 404.679.4702 

 

NOTE: The fee for amendments to Vital Records is $10.00. This fee does not include certified copies of the record 

and is non-refundable. Certified copies of birth and death certificates are $25.00 and $5.00 for each additional 

copy purchased at the same time.  
 
 

Example:                                                                 Amendment               $10.00 
                                                                                Certified Copy            $25.00 
                                                                              +1 Additional Copies      $5.00 
                                                                                                                   $40.00  
 

 

If this request is being mailed, please forward this completed form with a U.S. Money Order or certified check for 

the correct amount made payable to the State Office of Vital Records. A valid copy of your Photo ID must 

accompany this request. Please do not send cash by mail. 
 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR AMENDING A BIRTH CERTIFICATE  
 

The Amended Birth Certificate form must be completed by the registrant, the parent, or the legal representative.  

ALL INFORMATION MUST BE TYPED OR PRINTED IN BLACK OR BLUE-BLACK PEN.  The Amended Birth Certificate is a 

permanent record and will replace the original record on file.  
 

Step 1. Complete the information as it should appear on the Amended Birth Certificate in the top portion.  Enter 

the child’s name, sex, hour of birth if applicable, date of birth, city, or town or location of birth, county of birth, 

mother’s maiden name, mother’s date of birth or age, mother’s state of birth, father’s full name, father’s date of 

birth or age, and father’s state of birth if applicable.  
 

Step 2. Complete the items to be amended or corrected.  Enter the item omitted or in error; then enter the 

information as it appears on the original birth certificate and enter the birth information as it should be.  
 

Step 3. The Amended Birth Certificate must be signed by the registrant or parent in the Affidavit section.  The 

notary shall sign his or her name, enter the date the information was “sworn and subscribed to”, the date his or 

her notary commission expires and impress the notary seal in the space marked ‘IMPRESS SEAL HERE”.  
 

NOTE: APPLICANTS OR THEIR REPRESENTATIVES DO NOT ENTER ANY INFORMATION BELOW THE SOLID LINE 

MARKED “APPLICANT – DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE.” 
 

Step 4. The applicant (or his or her representative) must submit the required evidence which shows the 

information listed in the sworn portion of the form.  
 

All records submitted must verify the facts claimed and must also show the name and address of the company, 

agency, or institution where the record was filed; the date the record was made and by whom and must be 

submitted in the following form:  (1) A statement on letterhead stationery of the official and signed by the official 

who has custody of the record OR (2) A copy of a record which is certified to be a true copy by the official having 

custody of the original record.  
 

All documents will be returned to the applicant upon review.  Altered records or records which show incorrect 

information will not be accepted.  UNCERTIFIED COPIES OF DOCUMENTS ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE.  To determine the 

age your record should be, please refer to the Abbreviated Records Requirement Chart.  FORM 3977 SHOULD NOT 

BE USED TO ESTABLISH PATERNITY.  
 

ABBREVIATED RECORDS REQUIREMENT CHART  
 

This chart is acceptable for amending a birth certificate only. 
 

Age of Child Required Age of Record 

8 years or older Record at least five years old 

4 years – 7 years Record filed not more than three years after the date of birth 

Over 1 year – 3 years Record at least one year old 
 

In all cases, the evidence must have been created at least (1) year prior to the date of application.  
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STATE OFFICE OF VITAL RECORDS1680 PHOENIX BLVD. SUITE 100, ATLANTA, GA 30349 PHONE 404.679.4702 

 

 

 

To Amend a Name 

□ To amend a given name, a record which shows the full correct name as it should appear on the certificate and 

correct age OR date of birth is required since the correction to the child’s name was not performed within the first 

year of birth. The record must at least five years old. 

 

□ To amend the name on the birth certificate requires a court order indicating the changes from (original name) 

and change to (new name). In addition, please provide a statement on letterhead from the physician indicating the 

intersex/transgender diagnosis. The statement must bear the original signature of the physician and state his/her 

title, which will also be retained on file with the above court order. 

 

□ To change the surname requires a Court Order. 

 

□ To amend the spelling of the surname requires one document filed within the first seven years of the registrant’s   

life that also shows the parents’ surname. 

 

To Amend a Birth 

□ To amend the date of birth only requires a five year old document indicating the registrant’s full name and full 

date of birth. 

 

□ To amend the name or date of birth of a parent born within the U.S., you must provide a certified copy of the 

parent’s birth certificate. A photocopy will suffice if the parent was born in the State of Georgia. 

 

□ To amend the name or date of birth of a parent born in another country, you must provide a certified translated 

copy of the birth certificate, as well as, the original birth certificate. 

 

□ The date of birth may be amended no more than one year by supporting evidence created prior to the 

registrant's seventh birthday. To amend the year of birth by more than one year requires an order from a superior 

court or probate court. 

 

To Amend the Sex 

□ To amend the sex on the birth certificate requires a five year old record. The document must show the name, sex, 

and age or date of birth of the registrant. 

 

To Amend the Address 

□ To amend the address of the mother/parent 1 at the time of the child’s birth, please furnish the State Office of 

Vital Records with a letter from the U.S. Postmaster, on their letterhead, stating the mother/parent 1’s name and 

address at the time of the child’s birth. To be acceptable, the document must show the name, agency location, and 

the date the document was filed or recorded. The document must also be an original. 
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Exhibit 3 



IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA 

 

 

KENNETH JOHNSON, et al, 

     

       

   Plaintiffs             CIVIL ACTION NO: 

        1:23-cv-04218-LMM 

    v.    

 JURY TRIAL DEMAND 

GEORGIA BUREAU OF 

INVESTIGATIONS, et al,     

Defendants.        

     

       
 

Affidavit of Kenneth Johnson 

 

I, Kenneth Johnson, under penalty of perjury, state the following: 

 

1. I, Kenneth Johnson, am over the age of 18 and I am legally competent to 

give this Affidavit which is freely and voluntary given. The facts contained 

herein are based on my own personal knowledge.  In addition, I understand 

this affidavit may be used for any purpose to be permitted by law. 

2.  On or about October 6, 2023, my wife Jackie and I submitted a request to 

State Office of Vital Records to correct the cause of death on our son’s death 

certificate. 

3. We completed the appropriate forms, supplied vital records with the report 

from the autopsy performed by Forensic Pathologist Dr. William Anderson, 

as well as multiple pictures of our sons injuries. 
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4. Several weeks passed without any response from vital records so I called 

them to inquire about the status of our request. 

5. I was informed our request had not been received by the vital records 

department in spite of having confirmation from the United States Postal 

Service the mailing had been successfully delivered. 

6. A few weeks went by when I received a phone call from the State Office of 

Vital Records regarding our request. 

7. I learned the State Office of Vital Records had in fact received our request. 

8. I learned that in spite of the findings from the autopsies performed by 

Forensic Pathologist Dr. Anderson and the evidence showing numerous 

injuries all over our sons body and directly contradicting the State Medical 

Examiners autopsy report, only the GBI medical examiner could correct the 

death certificate. 

9. I learned that the State Office of Vital Records had been unable to locate Dr. 

Kraft to confront her with the evidence of our sons injuries that Dr. Kraft 

deliberately left out of her autopsy report. 

10.  On February 6, 2024, I contacted vital records to inquire about the status of 

our request and whether Dr. Kraft had been located to review the evidence 

and correct the death certificate. 
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11.  I learned that Dr. Kraft had not been located and the death certificate had 

not been corrected. 

I have read the foregoing Affidavit and hereby declare under penalty of perjury 

that it is true and correct and it was executed the 13th day of February 2023. 

 

 

/s/ Kenneth Johnson_____ 
Kenneth Johnson 
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Exhibit 5 



Follow-up Criminal Complaint 20240205 - Kendrick Johnson - Evidence tampering, false
statements, corruption, RICO

From: jburrs1715@aol.com (jburrs1715@aol.com)
To: criminal.division@usdoj.gov; michael.horowitz@usdoj.gov; danny.foster@usdoj.gov; cigie.information@cigie.gov;

corey.amundson@usdoj.gov
Cc: mikekjjohnson48@yahoo.com; billmorgan_esq@yahoo.com; steve@truecrimeweb.com;

ayanna.pressley@mail.house.gov; jasmine.crockett@mail.house.gov
Bcc: jennifer.clarke@usdoj.gov; maria@committeefilms.com; antonio.richardson@committeefilms.com;

pfrankwilliams@icloud.com; dianell.hudson@gmail.com; bumpyjonas.dc@gmail.com
Date: Monday, October 14, 2024 at 03:57 PM EDT

To all concerned parties:

I am contacting you on behalf of Kenneth Johnson, the father of Kendrick Johnson, the teen found
murdered and rolled up inside a gym tumbling mat in Valdosta Georgia in 2013.

The purpose of this correspondence is to follow up on the multiple criminal complaints filed with
the DOJ and U.S. Attorney in Atlanta
(https://drive.google.com/file/d/1F8vDgwElC2K7wVGw32vDIQqHjG62SveF/view?usp=drive_link)
concerning government corruption and to provide the DOJ, OIG, and PIN with additional
information of evidence tampering (obstruction), false material statements by a federal judge in a
final order in the Johnson's civil lawsuit where they were not afforded the opportunity of discovery
or a trial,  accessory after the fact, perjury, and conspiracy.

The Johnson's recently received several photographs of Kendrick taken from one of the
government's case files related to his death that conclusively show authorities tampered with his
body in what only could be described as efforts to deceive and conceal KJ's cause of death.

The photograph of Kendrick's body lying on the floor in the LCHS gymnasium reveals injuries on
the right side of his body that are consistent with a two-pronged stun gun.  A zoomed in close-up
picture of those injuries has been provided for your review.

Next there is a photograph from KJ's case file that is a close-up Kendrick's body in a similar
position it was in on the gym floor on what appears to be white covered table or stretcher.  The top of
his boxers are showing, his shirt is lifted up revealing fresh blood droplets in the exact same
location on the right side of body as the injuries shown on his body while it was on the gym floor.  A
close-up picture of the blood droplets is included and shows the blood is still wet and glistening. 
Since blood droplets of this size dry within 45 mins at regular room temperature and KJ's body
wasn't found for 19-20 hours after death, a reasonable person would conclude the fresh blood
droplets were intentionally put on his body to give the appearance the blood dripped on the body
by mistake and to conceal the truth that a two-prong stun gun caused the injuries.

Additionally, the size and shape of the blood droplets intentionally put on Kendrick's body are
different than the size and shape of the blood from the injuries caused by the stun gun. 
Furthermore, there is an additional spec of blood underneath the blood that is higher on KJ's side
that isn't in the picture of KJ's body while it was on the gym floor further evidence of tampering.

10/28/24, 2:30 PM AOL Mail - Follow-up Criminal Complaint 20240205 - Kendrick Johnson - Evidence tampering, false statements, corruption, RICO

about:blank 1/18

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1F8vDgwElC2K7wVGw32vDIQqHjG62SveF/view?usp=drive_link


Another example of evidence tampering is two photographs of Kendrick's body from the autopsy
performed by the GBI medical examiner.  One photograph shows Kendrick's upper body with
abundant of peeling dead skin.  In the second of his upper body, the peeling dead skin seen in the
first photo mysteriously isn't there.

The layers of government corruption involved in this case is unprecedented as much as it is
undeniable.  There is more than enough probable cause and evidence to arrest, charge, convict,
and imprison at least 7 current or former employees in local, state, and federal government of
federal crimes:

1. Chris Prine
2. Stryde Jones
3. James Thornton
4. Maryanne Kraft
5. Ashley Paulk
6. Leigh Martin May
7. John Doe FBI employee (deliberately withheld pictures of Kendrick Johnson from the
consultation with the Defense Health Agency -
 https://drive.google.com/file/d/12vdmsMoeJuHSYM5ruBGFfdcU4yYVWuU9/view?usp=drive_link) 

Johnson’s Misconduct Petition: https://drive.google.com/file/d/19UtH2bd-
KwbVYc9pvcv_rWLldGDPnDxW/view?usp=drive_link 

Johnson’s Petition to Investigate and Impeach Judge Leigh Martin
May: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YbDyWm4-ddiUWgiwb0bBFhixYv4_ZRId/view?usp=drive_link

Mr. Johnson's contact information is as follows:

Kenneth Johnson
229.560.5555
mikekjjohnson48@yahoo.com

Thank you in advance for your time and attention to this correspondence.

/s/ Jonathan R. Burrs
Jonathan R. Burrs, Johnson Family Spokesperson
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Georgia FOIA Request 
 

 

 

 

Kenneth Johnson 
2800 Tydnall Drive, 
Valdosta, Georgia 31602 
 
April 3, 2024 
 
Georgia Secretary of State 
Attn: Brad Raffensperger, Secretary 
214 State Capitol,  
Atlanta, GA 30334 
 
Secretary Raffensperger: 
 
This is a follow-up to my 03/25/2024 Open Records Request.  Under the Georgia 
Open Records Act § 50.18.70 et seq., I am requesting the final report from and all 
documentation related to the investigation then Secretary of State Brian Kemp 
oversaw concerning my minor son Kendrick's internal organs and clothing never 
being returned to my wife and I as mentioned  in the article "Kendrick Johnson 
Update: Ga. Sec. of State investigating funeral home that handled teen's remains after 
gym-mat death."  Included is a copy of the article for your convenience.  Also 
provided is this link to the article: https://www.cbsnews.com/news/kendrick-johnson-
update-ga-sec-of-state-investigating-funeral-home-that-handled-teens-remains-after-
gym-mat-death/ 
 
If there are any fees for searching or copying these records, please inform me if the 
cost will exceed $10.00.  However, I would also like to request a waiver of all fees in 
that the disclosure of the requested information is in the public interest and will 
contribute significantly to the public’s understanding of Governor‘s Kemp‘s 
investigation when he was Secretary of State, into my sons missing organs. 
 
The Georgia Open Records Act requires a response time within three business days. 
 If access to the records I am requesting will take longer than three days, please 
contact me with information about when I might expect copies or the ability to inspect 
the requested records. 
 
If you deny any or all of this request, please cite each specific exemption you feel 
justifies the refusal to release the information and notify me of the appeal procedures 
available to me under the law. 
 
Thank you for considering my request. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ Kenneth Johnson 
Kenneth Johnson 
229.560.5555 



3/25/2024 Kendrick Johnson Update: Ga. Sec. of State investigating funeral home that handled teen's remains after gym-mat death - CBS News

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/kendrick-johnson-update-ga-sec-of-state-investigating-funeral-home-that-handled-teens-remains-after-gym-mat-death/ 1/7

C R I M E  

Kendrick Johnson Update: Ga. Sec. of State
investigating funeral home that handled teen's
remains after gym-mat death

By Stephanie Slifer
November 5, 2013 / 1:54 PM EST / CBS News
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Updated 1:54 p.m. EST

(CBS) - The Georgia Secretary of State is investigating the funeral home that
handled the remains of a Georgia teen found dead inside a rolled-up wrestling
mat in his high school �ym, according to a spokesperson for Secretary of State
Brian Kemp.

Cody Whitlock said the o�ce of the Secretary of State could not comment further
due to its ongoing investigation into the Harrington Funeral Home in Valdosta,
Ga. It is unclear when the probe began.

"It's an administrative agency. When matters are raised concerning any industry
that they regulate, they clearly have an obligation to investigate," Roy Copeland,
the attorney for the funeral home, told Crimesider Tuesday when contacted for a
comment. 

"I think they're just doing their job," Copeland said. The attorney went on to say
he learned of the investigation "two or three weeks ago."

Kendrick Johnson
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Authorities initially called Kendrick Johnson's death a freak accident, saying he
fell head-�rst into an upright �ym mat and became trapped. The case was closed,
but Johnson's family insisted he was killed.

When a judge agreed to exhume Johnson's body over the summer, a private
pathologist not only determined he died of blunt force trauma to the neck, but
also that his organs were missing and his body had been stu�ed with newspaper.

How and why this happened is unclear, and a federal prosecutor announced last
week that he is reopening the case.

Despite some media reports that only two entities had custody of Kendrick's
body after his death, Crimesider has con�rmed at least four entities - the
Valdosta-Lowndes Regional Crime Laboratory, the Georgia Bureau of
Investigation (GBI), a third-party transport company, and the Harrington Funeral
Home - handled the teen's body.

Crimesider reached three of these entities and received some con�icting
accounts.The company that transported Johnson's body did not respond to
multiple requests for an interview.

On Friday, Harrington Funeral Home directed us to their attorney, Roy Copeland,
who referred us to a previously released statement on the case. In it, Copeland
wrote that when the funeral home received Johnson's body, the organs had
already been removed.

The statement quotes Lowndes County Coroner Bill Watson as saying: "In this
case, the Viscera, which is the internal organs, were not sent back with the body
for disposition. It was con�rmed by Mr. Bryan, (a death investigator with the
crime lab), who was present at the autopsy, that the viscera were disposed of due
to decomposition of the same.'"
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When contacted by Crimesider on Friday, coroner Watson �rst said he has no
idea what happened to Johnson's organs.

"I don't know anything about that," Watson said. "What di�erence does it make?
What does it matter to the case?"

When pressed, Watson con�rmed that he informed the funeral home that
Rodney Bryan, a death investigator with the GBI, told him via telephone that the
viscera were disposed of during the autopsy due to decomposition.

Crimesider reached Rodney Bryan via telephone Monday and attempted to
question him about the alleged disposal of Johnson's organs; he hung up on us.

Sherry Lang, spokesperson for the GBI, told Crimesider on Monday that Watson's
"accounting of the conversation with Mr. Bryan is inaccurate and incorrect." She
said Bryan was talking about "vitreous" �uid of the eye, and not "viscera," internal
organs. Lang said that in "every single autopsy [conducted at the GBI], the
internal organs are returned to the body cavity." 

Asked on Tuesday about the GBI's explanation, funeral home attorney Roy
Copeland told Crimesider "not only did the coroner" [hear Mr. Ryan say
'viscera']..."Mr. Harrington was on that call as well."

In addition to addressing the issue of the deceased's organs, Copeland's earlier
written statement on behalf of Harrington Funeral Home justi�es its use of
newspaper to stu� Johnson's body, saying it is in conformity with burial protocol.

"It has been suggested that the material used by Mr. Harrington was neither
proper, respectable or in conformity with burial protocol," the statement reads.
"For those who have drawn such conclusions, it is apparent they have not taken
an opportunity to review the means and manner in which decomposed bodies
must be prepared for burial."

Crimesider contacted four experts in an e�ort to understand the "means and
manner" in which decomposed bodies are prepared for burial, all of whom said it
is not common for newspaper to be used during embalming.

Among them, Sharon Gee, Vice-President of the American Society of Embalmers
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